
John Helmert is a father of four, Marine Corps veteran, and a native of 

Gulfport. Because he has an abrasive personality, he has had the opportunity 

to work just about everywhere in Mississippi. With almost two decades of 

public defending, he has had stops in Tupelo, Meridian, Greenville, Jackson, 

and Gulfport. He also worked in the Capital Defense division of the Office of 

the State Public Defender. He is currently working as an Assistant Public 

Defender in Harrison County and hopes to stay employed for a while because 

there aren't many places he can go without having to take another bar 

exam.  He graduated from Ole Miss Law School in 2003, so he’s a ‘real lawyer. 


